
January 8, 2015 – Work Session 
The Swain County Board of Commissioners held a work session on January 8, 2015.  Present were 
Chairman Carson, Vice-Chair Monteith, Commissioner Mooon, Commissioner Bushyhead and 
Commissioner Burns. 
 
Chairman Carson called the meeting to order and led the pledge. 
 
Commissioner Monteith made a motion to adjust the agenda if need be.  Commissioner Moon 
seconded the motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Items for Discussion: 
The Board discussed the following items: 
-Marianna Black Library Board By-Laws: Chester Bartlett-One of the main changes is establishing 
staggered terms.  Mr. Bartlett noted these bylaws would solidify the staggered terms. 
 
Informal Discussion: 
-Kevin King discussed the stairs that come off the building on the corner of the Bryson City Square 
onto Swain County property.  Mr. King noted a decision needed to be made in writing to hold us not 
liable.  The Board addressed him to ask a lawyer draw up a document to confirm.  Mr. Bartlett is 
meeting with Elizabeth Brigham for the closing of the property and will ask Mr. Brigham to draw up a 
document to take care of this issue. 
-Possible Budget Retreat January 29th  beginning at 6:00 p.m.?  The Board agreed this date and time. 
-February 23-25 – trip to Raleigh to meet with all congressional delegations with a breakfast on 
February 24th.  Mr. King asked the Board to let us know if they could attend. 
-Each year chief court judge makes an inspection on issues such as space, security, etc.  One action 
already taken was putting  on windows.  He also asked for an exit behind the judges stand in the 
district court room and removal of the back room to make it capable to seat 80 people.  The 
approximate cost will be $5,000-$10,000.  Estimates will be collected and will revisit the costs at a 
later time.  The judge also didn’t want the District Attorney’s office to be held near the holding cell, so 
the plan will be to move that office where the Clerk of Court’s filing room is and put the filing room in 
the existing District Attorney’s Office.  Commissioner Monteith suggested moving the Magistrate’s 
Office to the LEC.  Kevin King noted Sheriff Cochran has informed him there’s no space feasible for 
that office.  The Board directed Mr. King to get the said estimates. 
 
Public Comments:  
-Christine :  Can the Commissioners do anything about the remains of Doc’s Package Store?  Kevin 
King suggested meeting with the Town of Bryson City. 
-The Bryson City sign (small blue sign) on highway 19 has someone’s political sticker on it.  The sign 
coming down from the Road to Nowhere, is it possible to take that sign and replace the one on 
Highway 19?  Mr. King noted the blue sign on Highway 19 belongs to the County but the other ones do 
not.  Possibly contact the Chamber of Commerce or Tourism Authority Board.  It was the Boards’ 
pleasure to remove the blue sign. 
-      handed out a list of recyclables; requested signage informing what recyclables go into what bin. 
Mr. King announced single stream recyclables will be received soon where nothing has to be separated. 
She also asked about community service to help pick up litter along the roads in Swain County.  Mr. 
King is checking into the appropriate contact to sign off on community service work.  County wide 
litter pick up dates have been scheduled and communities are encouraged to participate.   
-Andre Gunter asked what the County can do to try to get Swain County property owners down to a 7 
from an existing 9s pertaining to fire insurance rates. 
-Also, why is Fontana Lake considered high risk for mercury and what is the source? 
-Mr. King informed the Board that an 8 could be a possibility but would be based on response time, 
etc. 
-Mr. King also asked the Board of guidance for him to contact the State regarding the mercury.  Mr. 
Gunter explained the coal plants who didn’t have scrubbers were allowing these pollutions to get into 
the rain and wind and it’s going into the surrounding bodies of water.  Studies have been made back in 
2003.  Mr. Gunter noted samples needed to be collected and now was a good time.  Samples would 
need to be collected from the mud not just the water.  Mr. King was directed to look into this matter. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss at this time, Commissioner Burns made a motion to adjourn.  
Commissioner Monteith seconded the motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



 
 
 
Cindi C. Woodard,      Phil Carson, 
Clerk to the Board      Chairman 
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