
July 14, 2016 – Public Hearing #1 
The Swain County Board of Commissioners held a Public Hearing on July 14, 2016 at 6:00 pm.  
Present were Chairman Carson, Vice-Chair Moon, Commissioner Monteith, Commissioner 
Bushyhead and Commissioner Burns. 

 
Chairman Carson called the public hearing to order. 
 
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive comments from the public regarding a proposed 
tobacco usage ordinance for the Swain County Recreation Department. 
 
Public Comments: Comments were received the following: 
-Kenneth Parton (written comments submitted:  
To the Swain County Commissioners: 
My name is Kenneth Parton. I am writing this letter because I cannot attend the meeting 
on Thursday July 14th because of prior engagements. I wish to have my voice heard on the 
tobacco free ordinance. I have spoken before on this matter. I believe the board knows my 
feelings on this matter. I have spoken to many residents of the county that use this facility and 
believe that there is no need for this ordinance. I do not know if there have been any changes to 
the ordinance that I am familiar with. If so I would hope that one change would be the fine. You 
should not be able to fine people if you do not treat everyone at all tobacco free facilities the 
same. If there are employees at any other tobacco free facilities that use tobacco on the grounds 
or in a county vehicle you will have to start fining them. If there are any teachers or other 
employees at school facilities using tobacco products on the grounds you will have to start fining 
them as well. We already have tobacco free grounds at the high school football field that people 
do not abide by. People look for smoking areas. I have been asked several times where they can 
go smoke. People smoke at every game that I have been to. If you try to fine these people you 
will be turning people away from coming to ballgames. The people you will be targeting are 
probably tax paying citizens, have kids that play ball, are coming to see family play ball, or are 
coaching ball. These people have rights to use those facilities. In recent years it has been hard to 
find people to coach some of the ball teams. If someone feels like you do not want them there or  
that you think you can change their lifestyle by telling them how to live it may become harder to 
get people to coach. We do not need a deterrent to keep people from letting their kids play, 
coaching bail teams, or helping support our youth sports. We need to get as many families 
involved as we can. We do not need to tell people how to live their lives. We cannot promote 
health by making people feel like they do not need to be there. People do not like to be told what 
to do for every little thing. You will not make this community healthier by passing ordinances. I 
understand that you want to promote health. I understand that the use of tobacco products can 
bother other people and are bad for their health. Tobacco is not an illegal substance. I believe 
that certain areas could be tobacco free. I believe that you can put signs on the bleachers that say 
"No Tobacco" without designating everything tobacco free. Tobacco users that are taxpayers 
have every right to use any county facility as non-tobacco users. They are owners of this 
property also. The people own this property not the local government. I think we can make 
tobacco using sections for people to use. I believe people will be more considerate if we are 
more considerate to them. Another problem we may face will be with the enforcement of the 
ordinance. We do not have the resources to try to enforce this ordinance. Who will enforce it and 
where the money will go if you do? We do not enforce anything at any other tobacco free facility 
so why is the recreation park singled out for people to be fined? If this is all about promoting 
health why are we not selling healthy vegetables and fresh water only at the concession stands? 
We do not slop kids from loading up on sugars and junk food while they are there, but we are 
going to tell the grownups what they cannot do even if they are not bothering anybody else. If 
this was in a building it would be different. The buildings are already tobacco free. I believe 
some people are taking things too far. Maybe the county gets something out of the deal? I don't 
know. I don't know how this will benefit the county. If county employees would become tobacco 
free that may benefit the county with insurance prices or something, but this is not the county 
employees. I believe if you pass this ordinance people will still use tobacco if they want to. I 
know that the people I have talked to said that they would. You cannot try to force people to be 
the way you want. Our government passes laws every clay to fix our society to live a certain 
way, to be safer, to be healthier, etc., and we are still doing the things that these laws are 
supposed to stop. Let's gets some signs and designate our tobacco use sections and our tobacco 
free sections. Maybe with all this revenue overflow from the tourism we can afford to do this 
without raising taxes 
-Carolyn Bair noted that tobacco shouldn’t be allowed at the Recreation Park. 



Adjournment 
Commissioner Monteith made a motion to close the public hearing.  Vice-Chair Moon seconded 
the motion. A vote was unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cindi C. Woodard     Phil Carson   
Clerk to the Board     Chairman 
Swain County Commissioners   Swain County Commissioners 


